
Robert Wil lson, Purcell's fat her. 
John Pd. pe r, brother of Will 1 a m. 
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On Ma rch 27, 1854, in a little 
chap e l in Devonshire, England, William 
Piper and Mary Ann Yoe were married, and 
Apr il 18, 1854, left England for Canada, 
sailing in a boat carrying four hundred 
passangers, which was a large vessel in 
those days. They were six weeks crossing 
the Atlantic, landing at Quebec. 

on 

Upon landing at Quebec, they left 
immed iately for Hamilto n by train, which 
took them a week. Then leaving Hami lton 
they made the rest of the journey to London 
and St.Thomas by stage coach. They lived in 
St.Thomas and Yarmouth nearly three years. 

Mr. Piper hired to a farmer, on 
landing for fifteen dollars a month, and Mr s. 

Piper for three dollars a month . 

On leaving Yarmouth t hey settled 
on the campbell farm, about a mile east of 
Iona on Back Street, {now numb er 3 Highway) 
remaining there nine years, where several 
of their children were born. 

After twelve years they moved to 
Port Talbot on the late Richard Bobier's 
farm. After living a year at Port Talbot 
they bought a farm in Iona, which is known 
as the Piper Flats. Later buying the farm 
which their son John bought. Ten children 
blessed this happy union. 

Mr . Piper passed away 1898. Mrs. 
{Mary Ann} passed away in 1928. 

John J. Piper and Cordelia Fillmore were married in 1 888 ; li ving all their 
life in Iona . Their two children, Mrs. Hazel Lumley and Mr s. Eva Fletcher, still 
reside in Iona. ' 

John Piper was born on the Piper Homeste a d in 1865. He died in 1 949 . 
Cordelia {Fillmore) Piper was born on the old Talbot Road, west of Fingal in 1868 , 
pasing away in 1 954 . 

William Piper married Annie Silcox - their children - Roy Piper of Iona still ~ 

lives in the village. Ethel {Piper)Morrish 

Mary Piper married William Lodge - their children being Blake {deceased), 
Alice (Lodge ) Henderson - deceased, and Gordon deceased. 

Eliza Piper married William Lumley - their children Gertrude {Lumley) Patterson 
deceased. Jay -living and Vesta {Luml ey) Rycroft, living . 

Sar ah married James Lumley~ their children Stella {Re e d), Annie {Eggart) 
and Sherwood all lived in Michigan, are now deceased. 

Jane (Lodge) married Mac Kenzie Lodge, no children. 

Samuel Piper was a school teacher. 

Eva Fletcher Courtesy ~rs. Herbert Fletcher 
{Eva Piper) . 



Left to right: Mrs . Mary Lodge ~ Miss yoe , niece of the Piper's; 
Mrs . John (Cordelia Filmore) Piper; Alic e Lodge; Jo hn Piper with h ie 
two horses and family p ets . 

Seated: Granny Piper - mother of John and William; Eva and Hazel . 
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WILLIAM H. PIPER - ANNIE SILCOX PIPER 
1862-1 928 1863-1 928 
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Wi ll iam Piper and his wife made their home on Lot Con the west side of the 
Iona Road , about o ne - half mile south of the village of Iona . This ho me on t h e north 
( t h e n steep) slope r ising fro m the Talbot Creek was sur r ounded by tall spruc e trees. 
These beautiful tre es were surely pl anted by t he Lumleys or Johnsons who occupied the 
land before them, as they surroun d the house . Their neat larg e bar n wa s se parated 
from t he ho me by a slight dip i mmediate l y to the north- west . :Bo th building s are gone , 
th e house being dest royed by fire when it was vacant . 

This home is we l l re membe red for the g r a cious hos pit a l ity following the wel
come one received on enteri ng. The si ncerit y of Mrs. Piper's devotion to he r reli g ion 
was e vi dent in h er every · oorfi and a ction . Her anc es tors , descended fro m the Reverand 
Jose ph Silcox, who founded t he first Congreg ational Chu rch i n Uppe r Canada , had a f irm 
basis . 

Mr. Piper and his br othe r John, whose fa r m bordered h is to the north , were 
f a it h ful me mbers o f the I ona Methodist Church. This writer reme mbers bot h well a n d 
their wives , and i n a day when muc h pe r sona l criticism was co mmon, c an never r e me mber 
a nyt h ing but good of them - their hard work , co mplete honesty, good ne i ghbourliness 
yet t h ey were friendly and ch ee r ful . 

The re were t wo c hi ldren: Roy was an excel l e nt stu dent. He married Magg ie 
Ro b bins and lives in Io na . Ethel, a g ifted p i an ist, ma r r ied Mr. Mor r ish. 

Cur a tor . 



FRANK H. SI LCOX 

Frank, youngest of Thomas A. and Magg i e Silcox, graduated f ro m the 
Agricultural Coll ege a t Guelph, earning a medal, also for his e ff iciency i n publ ic 
s peaking. 

He settled on his father ' s farm west of the village and mo ve d the attract
ive Casoadden home in Iona t o this loc ation . 

As his he r d of pure bred Je rsey cattle became widel y known , he pr o spered, 
adding barns and acreage t o serve hi s n e eds . 

This farm was u se d as a t raining school fo r youn g men wishing t o use his 
knowledge, wi t h his cattle a s concrete example s to furt h er their knowl edg e of the 
industry . His son James and wife Agne s were helpe r s, their location nearby, 
becoming more valuable as he g rew in years . 

James who had marri ed Agnes Dell, had one son Franklin. The home they 
occupied was dest ro yed by fire and too so on later his fine modern bar ns su f fered the 
s a me fate . Both were re pl aced by more modern buildings, but it was a severe s hook 
t o a man be ginning to lose his youthful vi gor . He was about to succeed to t he 
pres idency of the London Fair when h e di e d. 

Mr . Sil cox was married three times. He and the mothers of his children 
a r e ourie d by the church - hi s mother' s ancestors founded - i n Fr ome. His third 
wife Edna Lumley ( Mrs . Peter Car s well ) , survives. 

Curator 19 62-1 96 8 

Frank H. Silcox - 1882-1962 
J e an Steele - 18 88-1 914 

( Mother of Cliff o r d of Oal i fornia and James at home ) . 
hlabel Steele - 188 5-1 946 

( Mother of Alice- Mrs. Neil Mc Le an of Boxall ) . 

Th e former Dr . Cas c a d den ho me wh ic h wa s mo ved fro m 
Iona t o t he Fr ank Silco x f a r m we s t o f t h e vill ag e . 
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JOHN SILCOX - RY ANN LODGE 
ELIZ~BETH SHACKELTON 

.1r . Jo hn Silcox 
Elizabe t h Shackl eto n Silcox 

John Silcox came to Sout hwo l d early in the Nineteenth Century , r eturning with 
his Uncle Joseph on Joseph ' s second return trip from Engl and . Although t he birthplac e 
of Joseph and family is r ecorded as Co r s l ey , Uiltshi re, Eng l and, Thomas ( fathe r o f 
John and brot he r Henry) has always oeen mentioned by his f~mily as being in Somerset, 
adjacent to Corsley . He settled on lot 8 , north side of North Talbot Road. 

He first marrie d Mary Ann Lodge and there y:ere no children . 

78 

He next ma rri ed Elizabeth Shackelton who ~as not born or reared in this vicinity. 

The farms o f John and Henry were i mmediate l y east of their Uncle Daniel at the 
time they secured t hei r l and . John lived t o a very old age , having reti red to a home 
in Shedden and being alive in the r resent century . A relative, Dr . Logan Silcox , g r and
son of Daniel Silcox, was practicing in Shedden during part of this period from his 
home , on the south-west corner of Jo hn and Orchard Streets . 

The elder of Jo hn ' s childr en Alice married Dr. Fr ederick Gu est of St. Thomas . 
Their home wa s i illll'lediately south of the br i ck foundry (now the offices of the l aw f irm 
established by Mayo r Fanjoy) on tetcalf St reet i n st . Thomas . This home has been 
co nverted to apartments . One of the memories , of this writer recalled wl.en under four 
yea r s of age, wa s having dinner at t '1is hor.te . My mo ther ' s sister, Urs . D. J . Lumley, 
t hen living a t the north- west corner of St . anne's Place and He tcalf, was also a guest. 
Dinner was served by a maid in black with fril l y white apron and cap. For me to - be 
served by a nice per son in such an att r act ive outfit who nasn • t seated with us , was 
j u s t too much . 



Thelma . 

JOHN SILCOA - LAR Y a 1N LODGE 79 
ELIZ~ ~ETH SHACKLETO~ 

The Guests later moved to ./estern Canada with their two children, Harold and 

1 

2 

5 

3 

b 

4 

1 . Mrs. Thomas Silcox , 
mother of John and 
Henry . 

2 . Mary Ann e Silcox 
3 . Elizabeth Shackl eton 

Silcox. 
4 . Alice Silcox Guest . 
5 . Harold Guest, son of 

Dr . Frederick and 
dlice Silcox Guest. 

6. John Silcox, brothe r 
of AliCe S i 1 co X 

Guest . 

The second child of John was named 
for him . He was a young doctor just through 
school, when suffering from tubercolosis , 
died at the ho me of his sister Alice and her 
husband . Th is mu s t h a ve been at much the same 
time that it is reme mbered the son of Docto r 
. cGeachy of I ona, contrac tiong the same 
disease, also name d John , and also a young 
graduate in medicine, who did not live to 
practice . 

curator . 



ROBERT WILLSON - MARY ELIZABETH LUMLEY 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Willson and son Purcell. 

Joseph Lumley, born in Nova Scotia in 1789, settled on the farm north of 
his father, Jo hn Lumley, on the south-west corner of the Iona Road and the 9th 
Concession of Dunwich. He was his father's oldest child and dying in 1 864 , was 
buri ed on this farm to gether with his wife Mary Ryan and seTeral of their six 
children . This nicely fenced plot with fine monuments is easily remembered by 
many residents thou gh onlyalarge stone remain s . 

Joseph and Ma ry Ryan Lumley's children were: James, Margaret , Marion, 
Harriet , Ann and Elizabeth. 

The second daughter Margar et married George Mi lls and have one daughter, 
~ary Eli zabeth , living near Po rt Huron , Michigan. 

Marion married Edward Harris and had two sons who had several decendants 
whose names seem strange- with the exception of Laura Jane Harris who married 
Duncan McLean. 

Harriet married Aaron Smith whose decendants also seem unfamiliar. 

Anne married Wil li am Thompson, one daughter Mrs. Charl es Groves. 

Elizabeth died young . 

The oldest son James inherited this farm, he and his decendants remaining 
until Mrs . Purcell ffillson sold it to the Yates in recent years. 

James married Louisa Curtis who had one daughter Mary Elizaoe t h who married 
Robert Willson. 
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